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Good morning, Mr. Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. It is my very great honor and pleasure to introduce our key-note speaker today for this discussion intended to add momentum to our efforts to eliminate nuclear weapons.
Mr. Secretary General, your leadership in this field, as in so many other areas of peace, conflict and human security is admired around the world. we at the EastWest institute hold you in high regard, especially for your five-point plan for nuclear disarmament announced three years ago at a similar forum at the united nations on united nations day, hosted by our institute, along with our partners today, the global security institute and the James Martin center for non-proliferation studies.
The momentum since then has been palpable as all in this room can attest. 
In December 2009, the prime ministers of Japan and Australia presented the report of the international commission on nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament, “eliminating nuclear threats: a practical agenda for global policymakers”. The commission made a strong plea for the continued delegitimization of nuclear weapons. 
Among the most significant of the report’s 76 recommendations are:
· the setting of a medium term ‘minimization point’ target - to be reached by 2025 - of a world with less than 2,000 nuclear warheads - a more than 90 per cent reduction of present nuclear arsenals. 
· a suggested approach to moving forward the issue of a weapons of mass destruction free zone in the middle east. …. and….
· a plea for early movement by the nuclear-armed states on refining their nuclear doctrine to limit the role of nuclear weapons, … on those states giving unequivocal assurances that their nuclear weapons will not be used against non-nuclear weapons states, … and for a rethinking by all states of existing approaches to ‘extended deterrence’. 
In March 2010, the United States and Russia negotiated the new start treaty that will significantly reduce their nuclear arsenals. 
In April 2010, 47 states committed to strengthen nuclear security and reduce the threat of nuclear terrorism at the nuclear security summit in Washington DC. 
Also in 2010, the five-yearly NPT review conference unanimously adopted an ambitious 64-point action plan on nonproliferation, disarmament, and peaceful use of nuclear energy with a view to the “total elimination of nuclear weapons.” 
There are also numerous significant civil society initiatives to advance nuclear disarmament. for example, the nuclear security project of NTI, Global Zero, the Middle Powers Initiative, the Nobel Peace Laureates Summit, and the United Religions Initiative are but a few. 
However, we should not ignore the insight of the prestigious Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) in its yearbook 2011 in addressing the cuts in the arsenals of Russia and U.S. under the new start treaty. The yearbook noted that: "both countries currently are either deploying new nuclear weapon delivery systems, or have announced programmes to do so, and appear determined to retain their nuclear arsenals for the indefinite future.”
A similar situation of modernizing or expanding nuclear forces can be seen in other countries with nuclear weapons. 
Mr. Secretary General, your five-point plan from 24 October 2008 served as a necessary foundation for progress made by states in the three years since then. Your strong voice and moral authority on this issue are still needed. Can I invite you to address our meeting today?
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