Good morning, Mr. Secretary General, your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. It is my very great honor and pleasure to welcome all of you here today.
We are here mainly to review the progress that has been made since secretary general ban ki-moon, three years ago to the date, challenged us all with his five point plan.
When we met in 2008, i personally promised secretary general ban that the EastWest Institute (EWI) will hold itself to the benchmarks that he set in his speech. And today, I’m proud to report that in the past three years EWI has tirelessly worked to advance his vision.
Our latest effort, before our meeting today, was the series of meetings we convened in partnership with the Kazakh mission and Ambassador Aitimova that we called the Nuclear Discussion Forum.
Over the past year, the nuclear discussion forum acted as a laboratory of innovative thinking and gave its members, many of whom are here with us today, the crucial chance to speak frankly and bridge east-west and north-south divides on the most pressing roadblocks to nuclear disarmament.
The report on the proceedings of the forum is available here in front of all of you.
Also, in front of you, are copies of today’s program, and as you can see we have events scheduled all day around this topic. 
Following the plenary sessions, we have five breakout groups organized by all three partner organizations and generously being hosted by five of the permanent missions. I urge you all to attend at least one of the sessions where you will get a chance to actively be part of the debate.
In the coming weeks, we will be publishing a report on the day’s proceedings and we will be looking for your creative ideas and out-of-the-box thinking to outline the road ahead. 
Thank you all for joining us this morning.
